Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the title compound, C 13 H 16 O 4 , the terminal carboxylate groups are twisted to each other at a dihedral angle of 23.80 (9) . Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into supramolecular chains along the a axis. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Symmetry code: (i) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
successful, and the title ester was unexpectedly obtained. Its structure is reported here.
The molecular structure is shown in Fig 1. The phenyl ring is almost perpendicular to the plane of C7, C8 and C11 atoms with a dihedral angle of 88.945 (6)°. The carbon skeleton of the pentanedioate displays an approximately extended structure, similar to those found in the crystal structures of related compounds (Fun & Chantrapromma, 2009; Karadayı, 2008; Yang et al. 2008) . The terminal carboxylate groups are twisted to each other with a dihedal angle of 23.80 (9)°.
In the crystal structure, molecules are linked by C-H···O hydrogen bonds into a one-dimensional chain along the a axis (Table 1) .
Experimental
All chemicals were of reagent grade quality obtained from commercial sources and used without further purification. An . The colorless crystals were obtained.
Refinement
All of the H atoms were positioned geometrically [C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å] and refined using a riding model with U iso (H)= 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atomic numbering scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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